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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

May 20, 2015 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Mark Helpenstell (by phone), Matt Simms and Don Wood  

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon, Carrie Monforte and Peggy Nelson 

 

Don called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on April 15, 2015, were unanimously approved in a motion 

made by Mark and seconded by Matt.  

  

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

Matt reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the commissioners. 
 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $327,294.07. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.61. 

 The Reserve Fund was $194,549.25. 

 The Bond Fund was $136,102.28. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Matt and seconded by Mark, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #6834 through #6878 in the amount of $45,741.91 

and electronic tax payments in the amount of $2,967.27. 

    

V.   Staff Report (to be attached for permanent records) 

Doug stated that he had previously applied for a Youth Facilities grant for an indoor aquatic 

center and irrigation project on baseball fields #1 and #4 at Community Park.  Doug said he is 

trying to switch his grant request from an aquatic center to a sports turf field at the high school.  

Doug said the total cost for the irrigation project was $120,000 and he would have more 

information in June about the grant.   

 

VI.   Unfinished Business 

A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 
Doug said he and Matt met with Whidbey General Hospital staff in late April to discuss the 

aquatic facility and a potential partnership with the Hospital.  Matt said they met with a new 

Hospital leadership team member, Helen Rideau, and the Hospital is working on rebranding 

itself as a wellness operation along with building a presence on the south end of the island.  

Matt said the feedback was positive from the Hospital regarding offering physical therapy in 
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South Whidbey.  Matt said the immediate action by the Hospital was to brief the Hospital 

CEO about the possibility of working with the Park District and to look at the physical 

therapy budget to see if they want to move forward.  Matt said the Hospital could either 

work with the Park District in building the facility or maybe just lease space from the Park 

District.  Matt said they plan to meet again in 4-6 weeks.  Matt said the Hospital may want 

to move forward as soon as possible if they decide they want to participate in the facility.   

 

B. Smoking in Parks – Discussion 

Doug said he made copies of various other municipalities’ smoking policies which could be 

reviewed by the commissioners.  Doug said the commissioners need to decide two items: 1) 

what tobacco products are included in the policy, such as e-cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, 

etc. and 2) should tobacco products be restricted or completely banned on Park properties.  

Doug said the law in Washington State is that smoking is not allowed in a public place 

which is defined as a building or 25 feet from a building. Doug said the commissioners 

could decide to designate all Park properties as a public place.   

 

Mark said he was hesitant about allowing smoking in the park but questioned whether 

smoking should be allowed in the parking lots.  Doug said they could restrict smoking to 

parking lots along with 25 feet from any building entrance or any park feature (game field, 

playground, etc.) but enforcement will be difficult so they could add the smoking policy to 

the code of conduct.   

 

Matt said he did any informal survey of folks in the community and half of those surveyed 

thought smoking was banned in the park and half thought they could smoke in a vehicle.  

Matt said that none of the survey participants had strong feelings one way or another.  

  

Don said he thought the verbiage in the policy restricting smoking to parking lots and 25 

feet from any building entrance or park feature was good but questioned if the policy would 

apply to the lakes.  Doug said the policy would apply to properties owned and managed by 

the Park District which would include the lakes.  Matt agreed that the policy should define 

what tobacco is and where it is allowed.  Mark said he liked the tone of the policy and 

thought the policy should also restrict use of tobacco products within 25 feet of park 

patrons.  Doug said he would update the policy and run the policy by Enduris and MRSC. 

 

Doug recommended that the personnel policy be updated regarding medical marijuana use.  

                

VII. New Business 

       A.  Robert’s Rules of Order Presentation  

Doug said that he and Mark attended a training on Robert’s Rules of Order and he presented 

a condensed version of the training to the commissioners.  Doug said it was emphasized 

during the training the importance of obtaining every board member’s opinion before 

allowing another board member to speak on the subject.  It was also noted that board 

meetings are only considered public meetings because they are held in public but they are 

not required to take public comment during a board meeting.  Matt said it helpful to know 

the correct procedure for amendments to motions and including those amendments in 

motions.   
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       B.  Consideration of Acquisition of Property – Discussion 

Doug said the estate of Dora Gabelein is offering for sale to the Park District 30 acres 

adjacent to the Community Park trail system.  Doug said that he and Don met with the 

property owners earlier in the month about the property.  Doug said the property could 

potentially be used for trails or a campground.  Doug said if the commissioners chose to 

move forward, they would need to get an appraisal done and research the tax implications 

(because it is an estate sale, if the property is purchased within two years of the owner’s 

death, no back taxes would be due if the property was removed from the forestry program.) 

 

Matt thought it was fantastic that the Park District was approached first about the purchase 

of the property.  Matt said the District does not have cash available right now to purchase 

the property so they would have to be creative in funding but thought the purchase should be 

investigated and an appraisal should be completed.  Don said the property was a great 

opportunity as there were many potential uses for the property and Mark agreed. 

  

John Chambers, real estate agent, said the heirs wanted to offer the property to the Park 

District first because they want the property to be owned by the Park District.  Don asked 

Doug to organize a workshop prior to the next board meeting to walk the property and look 

at the District’s options to purchase the property.  John Chambers said the heirs are looking 

for something consistently moving forward by the Park District on the purchase of the 

property.  

 

VIII.  Executive Session – Consideration of Acquisition of Property 

The regular meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. and moved to Executive Session for 15 minutes.  

The Executive Session intended to return to the Regular Meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

 

The Executive Session returned to the Regular Meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

 

IX.    Adjournment 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 


